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thing" his Government had always desired, but his colleague
shrewdly surmised that this was only said in an endeavour to
hide his annoyance. The Emperor's reluctance to forsake
Russia was fully understood in Berlin, but the popularity of
the agreement in all other quarters was a commentary on the
state of feeling between the two countries. "Leading politicians
tell me," wrote Lord Odo Russell to Salisbury on 24 October,
"that Prince Bismarck has done nothing so popular since the
establishment of the Empire, as this anti-Russian move in
favour of Austria, and that it will render both the Prussian and
German Parliaments even more amenable to his wishes/'

In November a conversation with St. Vallier, who had just
returned from a visit to Varzin, gave Lord Odo a clue to
Bismarck's anti-Russian policy.

To Lord Salisbury.    Secret.    26 November

"... His Excellency then inquired what the circumstances really
were that had 'frightened' His Majesty in regard to the attitude
assumed by Russia, and which had necessitated the conclusion
of a defensive alliance with Austria.

In reply Prince Bismarck detailed the threatening positions
which had been gradually taken up by the Russian army on the
German frontier since the Congress of Berlin, and which had
become so alarming that he had felt compelled in July last to
address a note to the Cabinet of St. Petersburg demanding ex-
planations as to the intentions of the Russian Government.

The Russian Government, His Highness said, had the audacity
to reply by an impudent cdenial of the facts.'

Prince Bismarck then spoke of General Obrutscheff's secret
mission to negotiate an offensive alliance with France, and inti-
mated that he had reason to believe that similar overtures were
made at the time to Italy. Other circumstances had also come to
his knowledge which imposed the duty on him to seek protection
for Germany against Russian intrigues, and which had finally
led to the conclusion of a defensive alliance with Austria. He
most earnestly hoped that it would have the effect of neutralizing
the hostility of Russia and of guaranteeing Austria against an
attack which it was the manifest interest of Germany to pre-
vent. . . ."

The explanation that Bismarck had so brusquely thrust
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